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SECRET LIBREVILLE 2037 

NOFORN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR, ET, SO 

SUBJ: OAU OFEICIAL COMMENTS ON ETHIOPIAN SITUATION 

1. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL: EMBOFF MET AUGUST 7 WITH COMMANDER 
DAWIT, HEAD OE OAU LIBERATION OFFICE IN ADDIS ABABA. DAWIT, 

A PRO-WESTERN ETHIOPIAN NATIONALIST, WAS DESPONDENT OVER 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN ETHIOPIA. HE COMPARED FALL OF KAREN 
IN FOUR DAYS TO ERITREAN REBELS UNFAVORABLY WITH ENGLISH- 
ITALIAN STRUGGLE FOR CITY DURING WORLD WAR II WHICH HE SAID WAS 
"ONE OF BLOODIEST STRUGGLES OF WAR." WITH RESPECT TO RECENT 
EPMG STATEMENT THAT SOMALIS CONTROLLED MOST OF OGADEN, DAWIT 
ACKNOWLEDGED STRUGGLE GOING POORLY FOR EPMG. ETHIOPIAN 
PEOPLE, HE SAID, WERE TOTALLY APATHETIC AND "SOMALIS COULD 
MARCH INTO ADDIS IF THEY WANTED TO." WHILE PEOPLE WOULD 

STILL GO TO RALLIES AT REVOLUTION SQUARE AND PAY REQUESTED 
"DONATIONS" TO GOVERNMENT, MORALE OF BOTH ARMY AND CIVILIAN 
POPULATION AT ALL TIME LOW. 

2. DAWIT TOOK OCCASION POLITELY TO CRITICIZE RECENT 
US ANNOUNCEMENT RE POSSIBLE ARMS AID TO SOMALI. HE 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 LIBREV 02037 081502Z 

SAID US ANNOUNCEMENT COULD NOT HAVE COME AT WORSE TIME 
AND LEFT CLEAR IMPRESSION USG HAD GIVEN "GREEN LIGHT" 

TO SOMALI AGGRESSION. HE STATED US STATEMENT WAS NOT 
SITTING WELL WITH MEDIATION COMMITTEE, BUT DID NOT 
INDICATE WHETHER COMMITTEE WOULD FORMALLY CRITICIZE US 
ROLE IN ITS RESOLUTIONS. (EMBASSY WILL INFORM DEPART- 
MENT IMMEDIATELY IF IT APPEARS OAU COMMITTEE WILL DO 
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so.) 

3. COMMENT: DAWIT'S VIEWS ARE NO DOUBT SHARED BY 

VAST MAJORITY OE PRO-WESTERN ETHIOPIAN NATIONALISTS WHO 
HAVE NO GREAT LOVE EOR MENGISTU BUT DO NOT WISH TO SEE 
ETHIOPIA DISMEMBERED. END CONEIDENTIAL. 

4. BEGIN SECRET NOEORN: AT CLOSE OE CONVERSATION, 

DAWIT STATED THAT HE INTENDED TO GO TO EUROPE AETER 
CLOSE OE LIBREVILLE MEETINGS "TO LOOK EOR JOB IN GENEVA." 

IE SUCCESSEUL, HE WOULD THEN MAKE ARRANGEMENTS TO SMUGGLE 
HIS EAMILY OUT OE ETHIOPIA. DAWIT EXPRESSED NO INTEREST 
IN GOING TO US. 

5. DAWIT WAS AWARE OF DEEECTION OE TAYA RETA AND THAT 
OE ROMANE HABTE YAHANES, EEMALE MEMBER OF EPMG OAU 
SUMMIT DELEGATION, WHO NOW WORKING IN LIBREVILLE HOTEL. 

END SECRET NOEORN. STEIGMAN 


SECRET 


NNN 
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